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The B.B. King Museum and Delta Interpretive Center Receives Mississippi Arts
Commission Grant
(Jackson, Miss)—The B.B. King Museum and Delta Interpretive Center has been awarded an
$11, 100 grant from the Mississippi Arts Commission (MAC). This grant is a portion of the
approximately $441,100 in CARES Act COVID-19 recovery funding MAC received from the
National Endowment for the Arts. The grant awarded to B.B. King Museum will be used to
offset staff salaries and operations expenses.
Using funds from the CARES Act, The National Endowment for the Arts awarded almost $30
million to the nation’s 50 states, the District of Columbia and several territories including Puerto
Rico. A state arts agency, MAC established the MAC CARES Emergency Grants Program to
distribute these funds and provide economic relief as quickly as possible while focusing
assistance on independent arts organizations with staff.
“We are incredibly grateful to Congress, the President, and the NEA for providing this much needed recovery funding for the arts,” said Malcolm White, executive director of MAC. “Like
much of the economy, the arts sector in Mississippi and the nation have faced significant
challenges as a result of the coronavirus pandemic. Closing facilities and canceling events
equates to lost revenue. We are thankful that the federal government has recognized this need and
has responded.”
The vision of the B. B. King Museum and Delta Interpretive Center is to Inspire Hope, Creativity
and Greatness. Mission: Through the story of B.B. King, the B.B. King Museum and Delta
Interpretive Center empowers, unites and heals through music, art and education and shares with
the world the rich cultural heritage of the Mississippi Delta. The exhibitions examine what it is
about the region's potent mix of cultural traditions, social, racial, and economic tensions, family
bonds, and religion that molded so many great musicians ... and that produced B.B. King in
particular. The site, collections, exhibitions and programs have an authentic and powerful historic
connection to B.B. King, to the community, to the Delta blues, and the heritage of Mississippi
and the American South. In tum, the BBKM connects the community to the arts through its
programming for children and adults, and to the larger world beyond the Delta by bringing
visitors from around the globe to view the exhibits and experience cultural events.. The Museum

sees its role not just as preserver of history, but also as a place for the community to convene to
discuss, learn, explore important issues and have fun together.

The Mississippi Arts Commission, a state agency, serves the residents of the state by providing
grants that support programs to enhance communities; assist artists and arts organizations;
promote the arts in education and celebrate Mississippi’s cultural heritage. Established in 1968,
the Mississippi Arts Commission is funded by the Mississippi Legislature, the National
Endowment for the Arts, the Mississippi Endowment for the Arts at the Community Foundation
of Greater Jackson and other private sources. The agency serves as an active supporter and
promoter of arts in community life and in arts education.
For more information from the Mississippi Arts Commission, contact Anna Ehrgott,
Communications Director, 601-359-6546 or aehrgott@arts.ms.gov. For information about the B.B.
King Museum, contact Malika Polk-Lee 662-887-9539 or mpolk_lee@bbkingmuseum.org

